'Troops in Fierce Battle

Planes, Artillery, Armored Vehicles Help
American’ Forcg.Naqr‘,Demilihrized Zone
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Gls Kiil 120

~ Tos Angeles Times

SAIGON
alr strikes. artillery and
heavy armored yehicles,
US. infantrymen killed
120 North Vietnamese a0l
diers Thursday in a sa-
vage battle near the demi-
litarized zone dividing
Vietnam, Americap head-
quarters report.d.

U.S. losses were 14 men
killed and 30 wounded, the
command said today. ~

The 8%-hour fight was

‘the biggest of a number of

gharp clashes across the
country. The aliled com-
mandg also reported there

. were about 20 overnight

shellings of miiitary posi-
tions and towns as the
enemy offensive neared
the end of Its fifth week,
. The fighting about four,
miles south of the demilix
tarized zone broke out
when elements of the-U.S.
Sth Infantry Division on a
sweep ran into & North
Vietnamese army force of

. unknown size. The enemy

. opened up with heavy

smallarms, tic-

N. Vietnam

, weapons and rocket-gre-
nade fire in the area about

* ‘made the first contact.

four miles southwest of
the Con Thien outpost.

Withdraws in Darkness

Soldlers moving on foot
In the sharply rising hills

When the fighting intensi-
tied, they called in their
tanks and armored person-
nel carriers, as well as the
support of artillery and
tactical fighter - bomber
strikes. The action went
on untll darkness, the
command said, "when the
remaining enemy with-
drew." )
Spokesmen said that in a :
later gweep of the bhattle |
area, -the bodies of 120
North Vietnamese were
found. !
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2,000 Other Gli's Push
Enemy Search South
0f Khe Sanh
§ 5-WAR199

Saigon, Tuesday, March 15 damage were light.

P~ Allied troops have mounted
the most concerled effort of the
war against Infilrating North
Vietnamese soidiers and their
supply networks in the north-

western corner_ of South Vielf,
* pam which adjoins Laos.

About 3.500 United States ma-

. rines and soldiers and Bouth

Vietnamese Infantrymen  8re
gweeping the frontier ares be-
low the sbandoned Khe Sanh
combat base while 2,000 Ameri-
can paratroopers patrol the
broad floor of the A Shau Valley
farther south.
33 Americans Kifled

The United Siales Command}
* disclosed yesterday the Ameri-

can-Wetnamese  task  force,
which Includes an armored col-
umn, swung into action March
15 in an operation called Maine
Crag. The A Shau Vailey coun-
ter-ofiensive  was  launched
March 1. The announcement of
both operations had been de-
layed for security reasons.

There have been no major
clashes In either operation, but
104 enemy troops have been re.
ported slain in skirmishing thal
cost 33 Americans killed and 117
wounded sand light government
casualties. A prime objective of
both aweeps 15 to find and
destroy enemy stores believed
stockpiled for attacks on Hue
and Da Nang.

Action In Delta

The only significant action re-

rted by the allied commands

is morning was not in the
gorth, but o the Mekon Delta
southwest of Saigon. Spokesmen
said 77 enemy were killed in 3
series of scaitered clashes yes-
terday. Allied casuaities wore
termed light.

The enemy's overnight shell-
Ing campaign dgainst cities and
allied military positions subsid-
ed to about 20 altacks, the allies
reported, Targels included the|
gmvinca capitais of Quang Ngai,

huoe Long and Hau Nghia, Ini-

I Tracked Vehivles Hunted

The Marines and solders on
Operation Maine Crag also “are|
Jooking for about 50 enenu
tracked vehicles, including self-
propelled guns, (hat reconnais.
sance patrols spotled moving In
from Laos.

One enemy cache and Iwo
 rycks were found yesterday by
American marines southeast of
Khe Sanh, which is 14 mlles
below the border buffer rzone
between the Vietnams and 1i
miles east of the Laotian border.

The trucks had moved along
erude dirt roads 20 miles into
South Vietnam. One was loaded
with a hall-ton of sait, a ton of
rice and 75 pounds of time fuses.
# Marine spokesman said.

The cache was reporled to
have ylelded 8 machine guns,
2.500 rocket grenade rounds, 3.
. 800 mortar shells, 150 pounds of
: TNT and more than 5 tons of

ood. '

The concerted drives follow up
8 Marine operation just recvnllyl
Jeompleled north of the A Shau
Valiey In which hundreds of tons,
of enemy stores wers seized.
Jincluding tour 122-mm. artillery
pleces.

Operation Maine Crag in-
volves unils from the United
States 3rd Marine Divislon and
the South Vietnamese ist Infan-
try Division and armor from lhe
US. Army's 1st Brigade, Sth
Mechanized Division.

Breaking lrial for the infantry-
men are sboul 80 lanks, ar
mored personnel carriers, sell-
{propelled guns and  Ontos.
tracked vehicles mounted with
1106-rgn. recailless rifles.

Late Sunday night and early
yeslerday more than 40 B-52's
pummelled enemy positions on
approaches lo Saigon with per-
haps 1.200 tons of bomhs in a
continuing  @ir  campaign 1o
thwart an atiack on the capital

™
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tial reports said casualties andi
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U. S. Troops, Enemy
Clash in ngwﬁgttles

PRILADELPHIA INQUIRER ] &2
South of Neutral Zone

! SAIGON. Marceh 27 (AP — U S troaps fought the North
Vietnamese 1 two sharp engagements Thursday soulh of
the, demilitarized zone. One battle raged on into the night,
with the thunder of :'\m('ncar\\ gistance in 3 part of the Viet.
am“."y and enemy MOrars oo, ronghold of Mount Colo
echoing  across the coastal paar the Cambodian border, a
hills spokesman said.

Allied patrols in the arca had CAVE NETWORK FOUND
been making frequent contact  The jreezutars swept down
with the Narth Vietnamese re. from a crest known as  the
contly, indicating that the “Million Dollac Knoll” hecayse
enemy is making increasiug use of Ihe costly bombding of Moint
of the buffer zone dividing Viet. Col0 and sol into 2 fantastic
nam, cave network, the spokesman

suid reported

An  Army  spokesman . .
Cseveral hungrred infantry of the  The irregulars and U. 8. ad-

15t Brigade, sth Mechanized Di. vVisers found 55 bodies in the

vision, bogan a swoep looking Caves and a mound of equip-

for the enemy a litie west of, ment. including 560 weapons.

Con Thion and four miles south 1.5 tons of ammunition, 11

of the zone. “Radios and such odds and ends
Forging through dense under-j45% movie cameras, typewriters

growth, they ran Into about 56 and loud-speakers.

North Vietnamesa who opeaed.  Only  about balf the cave

fire abont 10 A. M. from trench-,complex has ‘been searched. the

es and Toxholes  The U S. in- spekesmaun said. Officers on the

faniry was without its usualispot estimate that ahout two

tanks and armored vehicles be-'battations  of  enemy  treops

cause Annamite range foothills could have been housed there.

are luo s1eep ;A scarch is still on for a bigi
The baltle continued through- hospital complex  almost  cer-

out the day. As darkness fell tainly in the arca

the Americans struggled 1o The effort to root the guerillas

clear a night defense perimeter from Mount Cote has been go

and came under intense fire ing on for mare than a meonth.

from mortars, rocket-propelled 266 AMERICANS KILLED

grenades, machine guns and: N )

rifles, » In Saigon, the U. §. Command
Supporting U. 8. Army and reported 266 Americans  were

Marine arfiliery and warplanes killed last week, the lowest toll

hurled tong of explasives, since the enemy offensive be.
Preliminary hattiefield re- %30 ng' 2. The total was 85

ports said 3 North Vietnamese '¢55 than the weck before

and 11 Americans were killed.' The number of k,mf‘d' howey-

Anether 31 Americans  were er. brought the L'§ total in

wounded. cight i\'elnrs of w}-’ar »\fx\mln 300 of
Another hattle, wmuch shorter, :;:f_ Jkﬁfza:o"\‘\‘:: ?;‘i '“(‘:‘zrm

‘h}'nku um.:lu mites south n{.L'on bloodicst in An\cr|;'an history

Thien. Knemy MOMEUMEN| ooy oayiost tolt in the spring

pumped a barrage into 8 fire offensive was 453 U. S, (roops

support base of the U. S. 101st Killed in the first week
Airborne Brigade. then 60 en-. '

emy lroops charged. B
One allacker made it through

the barbed wire and was shot

down. The rest fell back. The

action was aver it J5 minules

with 15 enemy stain and 17 U, 8.}

‘so]rliers wounded, & spokesman

,said.

‘ In the Mekong Delta, Viet

inamese irregulars with U, S,

?(‘.rucn Rerel advisers apparent:

‘ly broke the back of enemy re-

e ————————
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Gls Kill 71 North Viets
[ In Fighting Near DMZ

athe battle.

The stubborn North Viein:

: .\L . Bid to Save Food, Arms Caches
Costs Foe 262 Men in 3 Days

. SAIGON {UPI)—U.S. infantrymen supported by fighter bomb-{the number of shelling atlacks

. ers and heavy artillery Saturday killed 71 North Vietnamese on allied bases late Friday and
troops in the third day of fighling near the Demililarized Zone, {early Saturday dropped to 15

- U.S. mililary spokesmen said.

~_ The spokesmen said 262 North mese regiment, apparenily un-| US. spokesmen  said  the
- Vietnamese have been slain inder orders lo hold its fortifled
position at” all costs, prolonged
its struggle against units of the

Troops, Jersey Thwart Attack

CAM LO, Vietnam (AP) -
What started out as a routine
sweep by elements of the U.S.
Fifth Inf, Div. is believed to
have thwarted a North Vietnam-
ese atlack on the town of Cam
Lo in South Vietnam's north-
ernmost province.

A large enemy farce identilied
tentatively as the 27th NVA
‘Regt. clashed with tanks of the
division in an arca just north-
west of Cam Lo and only thrce
miles south of the Demiltarized
Zone. The initiat encounter was

- Feb, 27 and sporadic {ighting

went on until early Sunday.

Other elements of the division
— the Red Devils — were
brought in to outflank the Com-
munists, foreing them to pull
back into a small valley.

Throughout the action, the
ground troops had been sup-
ported by the 18-inch guns of the
battleship New Jersey.

A regimental-size bunker sys-
tem was f{ound ecarly Sunday.
The enemy occupants had [led
probably within the hour. Half
cooked fond stitli was warm in
many of the bunkers. There also
were significant amounts of

mortar ammunition and rockel
grenades, as well as a large sup.
ply of rice.

Also found was @ Chinese-
made radio set. On Saturday
night the set apparently had
been tuned to the frequency
used by the Americans. A volce
speaking reasonably gond Eng-
lish told lhe Americans (hey
were inviled lo a nearby ridge
where they were going to die.

The Americans estimated they
have killed about 100 North Viet.
namese while their own casu-
alties were light.

él’ 3 wli%d Viet Hills ‘Sﬁ;ro;nded By Enemy

ny o ruPR %

[Sun Staf! Correspondent)

Quang Tri Province, Vietnam,
The brecze was a mixed
blessing. It broughl some re-
tief from the heat but it also
brought the smell of corpses
that lay in the jungle below.

There were 60 American sol-
diers on the insignificant mound
thrusting up from the stream.

riddled high ground like 4 thou- Rrenched along the bamboo-cov-

sand others within sight of the
North-Sauth bufler zone.

Three other hills, also partial-
Iy or completely blasted clear of|
trees, were similarly occupied
by U.S. troops. The longest dis-
tance between the hilltops was
Iess than half a mile, but there|
were ridges in between stili cc-
cupied by North Vielnamese
Army snipers and stream beds
below that sheitered enemy
mortar crews.

Enemy Regiment Below

The buffer zone was less than
2 miles to the north.

There were no other American
troops within miles, but there
was a North Vietnamese regi-
ment concealed in the vaileys.

Elements of the 27th N.V.A.
Regiment had been destroyed
when the troops of the 1st Bat-
talion, with Infantry. a unit of
the 1st Brigade, Sth Mechanized
Infantry Division. stormed the|
hiils in the {ace of machine-gun

“We've atiacked to cut them
off. The only problem is. il
might be us who's surrounded."’
was an American officer’s de-
scription of the situation.

9 Jets Respond
The night before had heen rel-
ativelv quiet on the hilltops. But
patrols maving out in the mom-
ing had runp into machine-gun
firc from enemy soldiers en-|

ered slopes and in the stream
valleys.

Scores of jet fighters had re-
sponded to calls for help, straf-
ing and bombing gquarter-acrel
spols of the green brush into
scrufly desolation.

That still left a lot of jungle
untouched. however.

Artillery fire support from the|
Marine-held mountain-top bases
nearby was generous, sighing
averhead and then cracking into
the jungle continually.

‘Toward late aflernoon, Capt.
James Meyers, Commander of
D. Company. decided lo probe
the fingers leading off his hilliop
once again.

A live-man patrol clambered
siowly down the slope under the
|watchful eves of Gi machine
gunners covering them from the
biuff above.

The Americans disappeared;
into a grass thicket. Their prog-
ress cauld be marked by the

bobbing above the grass and the
repeated radio reports from the
patrol leader
The palrol's grenadicr apened
up a bunker. The explesions of
the 40-MM. Grenades fired from
the shotgun-like Inuncher were
joined by the crackling hursis nf
automatie rifles
A machue gunner on the hill
spolled an cnemv sotdier ship-
ping awross a honth eratec. Tuel
10-yard-long clear spot peeid
(atal as bursts irem e :na
chine gun stammed the swidler
down

Settling Duwn For Night
The Amerivan patrol started
back. Although less than 209 feel
away from (heir companions on
the blull, the climb took 15 min-
ules
Settling dnwn for the night
was easy. There were more than
enough holes to gu around and
rooling through (he casually-jet-
tisoned equipment quickly vield-
ed an abundance of air mat
tresses, blankets and C. rations

Soldiers on the thinly manned

with a certain degree of finality.
The first hawrs of darkness
passed uneventfully except for
several mortar rounds sporadi-
cally fired at the hilllops with no|
elleut

A ilareship circled overbead
and began lighting vp the battle-
ground with a hall-dozen para-
chute flares at a time

I'wo Cobra helicopter gunships:

appeared and spatlered red tra-
vers into the valley floor for a
quarter of an hour,
The bhreeze became decidedly
cool but the smell was no less;
unpleasant The helicopters and,
planes went away.

The gon went down and it
hecame quiel except for Lhe
chirping of crickets and the ab-
rupt roar of an  occasional
friendly artillery salvo.

Canteen cups of instant coffee
bubbled merrily at dawn as the
soldicrs sireiched out the fox-
hole kinks.

The lirst patrols found emply
bunkers along (he adjoining hill-
sde. They hauted  discordedi
ks, hand grenades and A

perimeter  methadically T
magazines with fresh ammuni-
tion. broke down and oiled their
rifles and lined up hand gren-
ades.

“Either the air slrikes finally
convinced them to Di Di back
acruss the DMZ or they'll be

[i
rocket-grenade launcher back (o)
the hilltep.

For lhe moment, the enemy|
had gone, leaving behind more
than 200 dead in the churned-up
fungie The Anmcricans will go
toa, leaving the hard-won hilltop]

coming tomght and they know
where we are,” & major said

tire two days belore,

occasional glimpse of & belmel

for good unless the war shoutd!
|happen 1o pass tuat way again.

1S 5th Mechanized  Inlantry
Division as Viet Cong lorces
closed out the [fifth week of
their nationwide offensive.

U.S. military spokesmen saic

the fewest in more than a week.

‘North  Vietnamese force  ap-
parently had been ordered lu:
protect  weapons  and  food|
caches in jungled ravines three:
miles south of the bulfer strip
that separates North and South}
Vietnam. U.S. casualties in the!
fighting that erupted Thursdauy |
six miles northwest of Cam Lo
were reported as 17 killed and
106 wounded.
Bl US. military spokesmen said
the number of shellings was the
lowest in 11 and reported
no towns or cities hit. But the
level of ground fighting was
/high. with hattles from Saigon's
'isuhurha lo 1he n.-nuhmrimi
Zone \DMZ)
i The guerrillas opened up wilh
!50 mortar rounds before dawn
jagainst o US. Ceatra)  High-
[ Fands outpust wnd then charged
inlo the perimeter wire before

% CAmerican troops and  gunships

i drove them back Two Ameri.
[ eans  owere Killed and 25
wounded  but no Conununist
ere foumd, 1.8, head
quarlers said

Among the major American
hases lurgeted for overnight
rockel attacks was the air bise
_nt Bien Hoa, a Saigon suburb,
jfrom  where  ULS. warplanesi
seramble  to support  allied|
(troops i baitte defending the
Teapital. Damage  there  was
tdescribed as light,
1 1L was the lowest number of
shelling since the niphl of Feh ,
17, military spokesmen  said,
and one  of  the  Jightest
nationwide  barrages  of he
Heds' now 35<0avold oflensive.

In 109degree hweat, troopers of
the US. Sth Infantry Division
fought foxhole lo foxhale In the
second day of baltle below the
DM7Z, and reparted i total of 191
North Vielnamese killed

Military  spokesmen sald 40
dive bombers and 4.900 tons of
artiliery shedis had boen throvn
into the batile to belp  the
American soldiers, whose losses
were given as 14 killed and 77
wounded in two days
I A Saigon batile.
from downtown,
chours just alter “ridiy
swhen U S, tankers and soldiers
found a guerrilla unil on  the
move, Ten Communists  were
Tkilled, war communiques said,
Jn:;d one Ainerican was wound-
e

six

I
i In _wixl--l_v separated terrorist
1homlnm:.\- Friday, (he Viet Cong
fset off tws bombs in a;
{restanranl in Truc Giang City,
139 miles  south-southwest  of !
| Saigon. killing five civitians and.
| wounding 2. Near Quang Ngai’
on the northern coast, they
jexploded a mine under a bus,
Jkilling  three  clvilians  and
twaunding three

From Thie, LP@ correspondent
‘David  Lamh  reported the'
recovery  of 67 bodies  of
civitians executed with {heir|
thands  bound  behind  (hem
during the Communist Tl of-
Henswive of 1968 The mass prave
o miles east of Jlue was lurned
up Friday.
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by a unit of

xion and a compan
Vietnamese armored ¢ v
tuchment. About 30 Murth Viel. | chopper was hit and crashed yes-

namese  sold
ades and

charges, raced toward the a'icd jwas killed and four wounded.

perimeter.
Inside the
artillerymen
the suppgrt
guns  and

JOSEPH FRIED
New York Newsy

Saigon, Aprit 26-~North Vietnamase troops stormed
lan allied camp near the Laotian border eorly today but
rwere hurled back in a furious three-hour battle in whicye
“American artillerymen lowered the muzzles of their guns
.and blasted the Reds at point-blank range.

The Communists first dumped | = === ==
mortar shells on the allied canp. |75 Josses were three killed and
an  ertillery
southweat of the abundoned US 3 irgesy cavalrymen had  shol
Marine base
two miles from Laos,

Attack, Flinging Grenadea vehicles and  other equipment

Then they
assuult against the camp, held

50 - ealiber “machine ferewman wns o killed uid o
guns mounted on top of wrmwred {wounded.  The  ateat ing
personnal carriers. Thirty Com- brought  total U.S. helicopter  An American armored
munist solliers were killed, while

2 6 APR 1969

‘orrespondent of THE NEWS

base four miles [ 13" wounded. The Suuth Viet-

et Kho Sunh wid | was descrived as moderate cas-
ualties. Damage to the armored

launched a ground ; was light.

Shoot Dawn Two Coptera

the LLS. Fifth Thvi- 1 Red gunners downed two more
zed South U8, helicopters, one & huge CH-
aley d-- |46 transport. The big  Marine

iers, fiinging gre - [terdny 17 miles anuthwest of
explosive ~satchel | Khe Sanh. One of those nhoard

An Army chopper crashed in
base, the Amarican Thua Thien province, (he second
fough hack with lone 1o go down in  the rogged
of fire from tank i Axhnu Valley In twa days. One

 Artillerymen Fire Point-Blank, Beat Off Reds

o o

Tanks and armoted personmel carrlers of the 5th Mecha.
nized Diviston ieave bivouse south of the DMZ where they

t unit puts its vehicles in eirclen ax in the old wagon trai
losses in combal here to 1,003, of Tay Ninh City, northwest of Saigon. Viet Cong attacks have been blunted

avsociated Press Wirephato

o days during patrol
by these tactics.

o g meeery

Asaociated Presy

fought oft North Vietnamese troops, but suftered 13 men
kitled. Seven vehicles were damaged oy destroyed.

U.S. Shells Across Cambodian Border

SAIGON., April 26 (Salurda,v)l
—FEnemy forces unleashed g
heavy rocket and mortar bar
rage over the Cambodia bor!
der Into a US. patrol base;
eurly Saturday, then lost 78
dead In an attack on the base,
U.S. authorities said.

American artiilery returned
the flre, officers said, with
shells exploding a bout 1000
yards Inside Cambodta.

Anticipating the attack, the
Americans had dug in at the
base, called Frontler Clty. They
sulfered only four wounded.

When the attack came by
400 or meore Vietcong and

North Vietnamese, the Gls,

turned their 105-mm. howitz:
ers directly into the line of at-
tackers.

Frontier City lies less than
a mile from the Cambodian
border, within ranrge of enemy
batteries that fired 475 rocket

Near the Lasotian border,}try Divislon and & South Viet.!

ad set up the
Vietnamese troopsi namese unit had se i
North n P inlght bivouae two miles easty

charged into an sllied cambj "\ By border and 103 attempting

beltind & mortar barrage Fri-piec south of the Demilita:
day and inflicted heavy cas-ized Zone
uaitics. | Farther  south,  military
At Jeast 30 of the attackersisources said several North Viel-y
penelrated the base, hurling namese baltalions that had!
dynamite bombs and hand been poised southwest of Huej
rrenades before they were cut{had retreated lo sanctuariesy
down by US. and South Viet.|along the Loatian border The!
namese  defenders.  Tanks|informants reporied that these:
raked the North Vletnamese|maimforce units had been:
at pointblank range with go.1 badly mauled In recent fight
mm. guns and srmored per-;ing.
sonne! carciers joined In with| It the Mekong Delta, a
.50-caliher machine guns. jCommunist force of same 200
The battle swayed for threejmen Inflicted “heavy™ losses
hours before the North Viet-]on an equal number of South
namese withdrew, leaving 30i Vietnamese regional and pop-
dead in and sround the camp:ular forces. ’I‘he‘ fighting near
Three US. soldiers, eight'Hamlong, 43 miles southwest
South Vietnamese troops andjof Saigon. cost the mibtia an
an Australian adviser were.estimated onequarter in
killed. Twelve Americans and! killed and wounded.
43 South Vietnamese were[ A South Vietnamese infdn.
wounded. Three armored try batiallon and some 200

1

and mortar rounds into the
base. U.S. commanders on the

!personnel carriers were de- U S troops killed 19 Vielcong

frontier sre authorized to firelstroyed and a tank was badly, aboul three hours later a few

back it flred on from enemy damaged.

sanctuarica on the Cambodian
side.

| mites from the earifer fight
Aboul 300 US. seldiers from!and sustained only light cas
the U.S. 5th Mechanized Infan-iuaities, spokesmen said

terroristy carried
{oul six bomh and grenade at.
tacks in Saizon Friday night,
unsuceessfully
knock nul electric power in
the center of the city,

Human bombs

Chical;}iﬁt U@&g base

SAIGON (UPI} — North

evacuate  wounded soldiers,
said.

3 turn-
ed themselves into human
bombs and assauited s US.
camp near the demliltarized
zone (DMZ), U.S. milltary

U.S. Marine and Army ar.
tillery fire and air support kept
most of the attackers outside
the camp and Hinally drove the
North Vietnamese Into the sur-

said y. The
attack Wlled 1t Americans and
wounded 23,

The commandos strapped
explosive charges to thelr bo-
dies, then emerged from the
darkness Friday night to at-
tack the 5th Mechanized Infan.
try Division camp, two miles
south of the DMZ, spokesmen
said.

About §00 North Vietnamese
made the mssault. Soms broke
through the camp’s barriers
during the three-hour battle.
Three U.S. armored personnel
carriers were blown up during
the fighting,

AS THE BATTLE raged, the
enemy  troops  fired at
American helicopters trying to

ding jungle. Five dead
North Vietnamess were found
by the Amertcans,

The camp is situated two
miles north of the spot where
Sth infantry Division troops
killed more than 250 North
Vietnamese in a three-day bat-
tle last month,

NORTHWEST OF Saigon
Friday, U.S. troops escorted by
tanks attacked an enemy base
hidden in jungle and killed 82
North Vietnamese efter a six.
hour battle, the U.5. military
reported.

American cusualties In the
fighting, 50 miles northwest of
Saigon near Phu Khuong, cost
7 American lives and
wounded.

Charlie's

Caches In

QUANG TRI (USA™ = ‘pis.
covery of an enemy munitions
cache welghing more than six
tons highlighted activilies of the
1st Brigade, S5th Infantry Divi-
sion (Mechanized), late lasl
month,

Division troopers, under oper-
slionat control of the 3rd Regl-
ment, 3rd  Marine Division,
found the cache while sweeping

- an area 10 miles south-southwest
of Khe Sanh, March 30,

In addition to the munilions,
the cache included 300 gas
masks of Chinese Communist
manufacture. There were more
than 1,300 mortar rounds. B8
73mm recoflless rifle rounds, 3.-
500 12.7mm machine gun rounds,
10 3mm anti-alrcralt rounds
and 4,500 small arms rounds.

In other actlon, division in-
lIantrymen fought the NVA in an
area northwest of Cam Lo. The |
Corps battle, lasting eight hours,
cost the gnemy 120 Hves. The
next morning the lroopers again
engaged the NVA, who lost 68
men, bringing the tolal two-day
kill count to 188. The enemy, lir-
ing from fortified positions, em-
ployed mortar fire, small armg
and automatic weapons in the
engagement.

In lwo other balties near the
DMZ, one involving Ist Brigade
infantrymen and the other in-
volving an armored cavalry ele-
ment of the division, a total of 38
enemy soldiers were killed.




227 NVA die near DMZ

Red Devils smash enemy regiment

CAM LO—Inlantrymen from the 1st Bn., 11th inf. of the lst ‘ i ‘s .
Brigade 5th Infantry Division fought hard and moved fast on &

Armored Unif

‘recent operation three miles south of the DMZ,

With the ald of helicopter gunships, numerous air strikes and
heavy artillery, the battallon killed 227 North Vietnamese regulars
of an NVA Regiment during the nine days of the operation.

The battle began when the 3rd Squadron, $th Cav. sweeping
west from here was hit with enemy fire four mlles out. Heavy
resistance and impassable terrain forced the cavalry umit to seek
flat ground. At this time, the lst Bn., lith Inf, was called in to

seek out the enemy in that area.

According to Lt, Col. Thomas
N, Britton Jr., 1st Bn., 11th Inf.
commander, . the Initial air-
assault conducted by two rifle

was d the

the attack, said, “The NVA
force was located north and
northeast of Hill 240. At that
time, ancther company was @ir

first day.

That night the NVA tried to
overrun the Red Devlls' position
but {ailed. The enemy fled leav:
ing & number of NVA dead and
a clue to their whereabouts.

“This attack tipped us off as
to the dlrection that the force
would be found,” Britton said.

The next day the 1st Bn., 11th
Inf. advanced north to Hiil 240,
The hill's bald, grassy summit
towers over the surrounding
hills and serves as an ideal van-
tage point for observation snd
fortification once captured from
the cnemy. :

One company sel out early the
next morning to seize the hill,
¥irst contact was made as they
passed through a ravine at the
base of the summit, resulting In
a seesaw battle that lasted
throughout the day. The in-
fantrymen gained ground inch
by inch and at the close of the
day the hill was theirs and the
NVA were driven down into the
valley.

The hard fought battle gave
the Red Devils Hill 240 and a to-
tal of 3% enemy killed that day.

Britton, upon completion of

lied onto Hill 208 northeast
of Hill 240, This gave us com.
manding terrain in the area.”

Alter an unusually quiet night,
numerous mortar rounds hit
{riendly positions the next day.
Heavy underbrush in the valley
again prevented the observation
of mortur locations. As maneu-
vers toward the valley floor be-
gan, Hill 300 to the east had to
be taken to close off the enemy
force, I Co., 3rd Bn, #th Ma-
rines alr assauited the hill with
no opposition,

The following day contact was
made numerous times during
the course of the battalion oper-
ation between the three hills.
NVA mortar locations and bunk-
er complexcs were hit with alr
strikes and heavy artillery fire,
The pounding silenced the ene-
my dug-in positions in the valley
and flushed the enemy out of
their secure locations kiliing am
estimated 106 NVA In two days,

After the action the battalion
swept the area, destroying ene-
my bunkers. A total of 227 NVA
died in this operation with 17 in-
dividual and six crew-served
wenpons captured from the ene-
my.

STEADY NERVES and hands were required by the pilot

and medical personnel in the evacuation of wounded dur-
ing a recent operation in which the NVA lost 227 men,
U.S. casualties were described as light.

i

Bl < R
“ON TARGET, beautiful,” w

DA NANG, Vietflam
{AP)—A U.S. Army am-
bush patrol has killed “the
most wanted Viet Cong
guerrilla in Quang Tri Pro-
vince,” a spokesman for the
1st Brigade, 5th Mechaniz-
ed Div., said Sunday.

The guerrilla, Nguyen Quyet,
was killed early Friday by a
Ranger ambush team on sta-
keout beside a trail In the Ba
Long valley three miles south-
west of Quang Tri.

The spokesman said the body
was ldentitied by villagers of
Nhu Le, the town Quyet had op-
erated out of for the past six
years. Quyet, the leader of nu-
merous assassination and sap-
per squads, was known to have
personally slain a number of
government workers and anti-
Communist civilians, the spokes-
man said.

He said that the ambush team
was posted slong a ridge over-
looking a river when Quyel, car-
rying an American M8 rifle and
wearing a U.S. fatigue jacket
and web gear, came down the
trail. One member of the team
said he opened fire when Quyet
was about 20 yards away

The guerrilla was killed in-
stantly and as the soldiers were
checking the body for papers
they noticed the small finger of
the victim's right hand was
missing.

This was an identilying fea-
ture for Quyet who has becn
sought for years by government
police and allied patrols.

bomb load on NVA pos
recent 1st Bde., 5th Infantry Division

a5 the c
ment of the infantry company commander
when this Air Force “Phantom” dropped its

SAIGON (AP} -~ Blazing
away with flame throwers amd
hurling dynamite hombs, abowt
150 North Victnamese troops at
tacked an American armorcd
column in the northwes! corner
of South Vietnam early today

The U.S. Command said at
least 34 of the encuy were killed
by American artitlery firiog
point-blank 80mm tank guns and
heavy machine guns on artored
cars,

The American troops from the
1st Brigade, 5th Mechanized In-
faniry Division also ceptured S0
dynamite bombs, 200 antitank
rackets and 15 rifles left on the
battlefield.

U.S. headquarters said five
Americans were killed and 34
wounded. A spokesman  suid-
there was “light damage lv ma-
teriel,"” presumably to the tanks
I-n,d armored cars. He said secu-
rily reasons prevented his being
specific. ’
Follows Artillery Barrage

The North Vietnamese
charged the night bivouac of the
armored column behind an artil-
lery barrage which pinned down
lthe American troops. Some of
ilhe altacking troops were re-
ported to have crashed through
the, outer defenses ol the cam
belore the atlack was n‘pulsﬂr,
‘a U.S. spokesman said. The re-
maining enemy troops pulled
ibnck about an hour before dawn.
The fightiog raged five miles
from the Laotian border and two
miles south of the abandoned
Marino combat base at Khe
1Sanh,
: The Sth Mechanized Infaniry
has been swecping through the
area for several days, trying to
enemy supply aod in-
fgiitration routes from Laos.
Last Friday, North Vietnamese
slroops slashed their way into an-
lother night bivouac of American
and Soulh Vietnamese armored
cars two miles cast of the i.ao-
;ian border, killed three Ameri-
cans, eight South Viethamese
;and an Australian, and wounded
112 Americans and 43 South Viet-
"namese. Thirly enemy soldiers
were reported killed.

Brigade reopens valley

for peaceful settlement

UANG TRI — The fertile Ba Long valley southwest of here
has Qf»ecn reopened by elements of the 1st Brlgn(fe, $th Infan Dl‘:lé
slon in the hope that the llv.mx dormant yvalley will again be ta
ople. X
by l'tl,';ncvl‘uesckrllAvmnlel:!';'.p:'i!l),l its rolling felds, high ridgelines and clez
Quang Txi river, had been evacuated several years ago because
e aﬁ’ﬁ&mm of a road through the valley was attempted
last November bul heavy ralas and enemy mines halted the prol ecltd
The recent eifort encountered little trouble, Followlog &a dr:
French road constructed duriog their occupation, the $rd ES;M :'.
5th Cay. and elements of 11t Bn., 11th Ind, and Co. A, 7th ﬁset;
entered the valley from the west and worked thelr way easl. ‘eu:
elements of the eagineers and the infantry along with A Troop,
Squadron, 13th Cav. entercd the eastern portion of the valley
moved west. ey
Whik englneers were cutting 2 road through the valley,
security :n‘dhrecnﬁnnlannce patrols were conducted by the Sn!angy.
No evidence was uncoverded lgx(! recent enemy sctivity in the vailey
E unding ridgelines,
o °Rz%§=’:§m the e’nx\ngers had to cut the road f{rom the lidel of
the mountains. “We used 4¢-pound shape charges and TNT to b;'lv'
dirt loose so the dozers could come in 1o level it out for the road,
said Sfc. Jack Hart, &
other % two tanks had to fire 14 high explosive roun
wimA;enl:yed (ups‘:lan at the rock terraln when there was no longer
E to clear the area.
,demxl‘m‘unr";:g;;gg‘s“u"g ceremony o(é‘clally&upenlng the road, Col.
. il . brigade commander, sald:
Jam‘(:ilh\ziss(‘abliz‘r'culg\s:'elc(or\ to get a road through the valley floor.
The arca hasn't been open in several yf‘?vfs, but now it is only a mat-
ter of time until it will be well used.




Fighting
Increases

Wash! op Post
AtDMZ
g2 JUN

Foe Reinforces
Units; 5-Day
Toll Is 250

SAIGON, June 21 (AP)—|
Allied infantrymen have
fought several sharp battles
just below the Demilitarized
Zone in the past five days,
_|in an area that had been rel-

atively quiet for nearly six
months.

Since Tuesday. the infanty-
men have killed 237 of the
enemy, while US. air and ar-
tillery attacks accounted for

13 more.

‘| The ground batties left 30|
American soldiers and Mar-
. {ines dead and 71 wounded the
U.S. Command reporied. No

South Vietnamese casualties
lwer: reported.
The upsurge in fighting

along the six-mtle-wide'bulfter
zone s causing concern among
dllied commanders. They will
lose a fourth of the U.S. defen-
sive strength in that area byl
August. The 9th Marine Regl-}
ment and support units, total-;
ing some 7300 men, is schedv{
ulled to leave Vietnam before’
Aug. 31 under President Nix.|
on's decision to pull out 25,000
American troops. -

The 9th Marines and unils
of the US. Army's Ist Bri.
gade, 5th Mechanized Division,
holding the western flank of
the DMZ, were in four of the
five fights fought just south of -
the DMZ since Tuesday. )

Giving emphasia to the al-
liea’ concern are Intelligence
reports that (wo freah North
Vigtnomese army regimentaj
with some 2500 men each have
slipped into South Vietnam
along the DMZ, . i

One encmy regiment, the
37th moved in from Laos to
attack U'S. Marine and Army
units patrolling near the aban-
doned Khesanh combet base
at the western edge of lhe)
DMZ.

The second North Vietnam:,
ese regiment, identified as the
36th, has been infiltrating,
through the DMZ into 2 stag-
ing area in the foothills west oll
the Marine outpost at Con-
thien, 12 miles from the coast. ,

In the biggest DMZ Jight,,
South Vietnamese troops en-
countered a North Vietnamese
force pix mlles south of the
DMZ and southeast of Con-
thipn Tuesday and called in
massive fire support. They re-f
ported killing 58 of the enemy {*
without suffering any casual-
tiew

As the North Vletnamese
withdrew toward ,lhe DMZ, a
Masine force took up blocking
positions and killed 68 of them
in 9 battle two miles below
the: DMZ. Marine losses were}}
18 Kliled and 23 wounded.

Ancther 111 enemy were
killed in clashes near Khesanh.

The enemy hit a night II.|
vouac of U.S. 5th Mechanized
Divislon soldiers three miles
sopthwest of Khesanh
Wednesday. The American sol-
diers killed 35 North Viet.
names regulars while losing 10
de2d and 12 wounded.

Hours later, a unit of the|
9th Marine Regiment two
miles farther soulh killed 41
enemy soldiers and suffered
20 wounded.

Friday, enemy troops agaln
attacked units of the 5th Divl-
sion a mile southwest of Khe-t
sanh and losl 23 killed. US.
casuallies were two men slain
and 15 wounded. Later, the
North Vietnamese attscked

the 8th Marines, who kilied 10
of them while suffering one
wounded.

Gls Throw Back
2 Fierce Assaults

\J\L/v\u 18
SAIGON —U.S, B52 bombers marked their fourth anni-
versary in the Vietnam war Wednesday as North Vietnamese
troops stepped up attacks on American installations in the areas
near Laos and Cambodia.
Spokesmen said the enemy |Americans were killed and 12
killed 13 Americans and wound. | Wounded.
ed 28 in two flerce assaults ear-| Far to the south ncar the
ly today while 72 North Viet- |Cambodian border, North Vil‘t-“
T Latest '7;6“—05‘;;;;‘“;)1‘;‘;] namese troops armed  wilh
troups“ in Vietnam. — Page satchel charges and rocket-pro-
A ' pelled grenades attacked al
- night base camp of the U.S. Ist
Air Cavalry Divislon in War
Zone C, 60 miles northwest of

namese died. U.S. military ana-
lysts said captured enemy docy- |

Mongrel Mascot
Dies Hero’s Death

SAS Vietnom Bureoy

TAY NINH, Vietoan ~ Flop-
py. the famous canine mascol
is dead. The mongrel was killed
in a firelight in the Renegade

ments indicated the Communist | S81gon.

Command  has
creased sapper
American bases.

Ahout 200 North Vietnamese
infantrymen and sappers as-
saulted a base of the Ist. Bri-
gade, 5th Mechanized Infantry
Division, three miles south of
lhe abandoned Khe Sanh com-
bat base, with machine guns, ri-
fles and rocket-propeiled gie-
nades. The base is four miles
from the Laotian border.

U.S. defenders returned the
fire, helicopter gunships rushed
lo thelr aid and fighling raged
lor about two hours, The North
Vietnamese withdrew leaving 35
of thelr dead, some of them
strung along the barbed wire
perimeter of the base.

U.S. headquarters said 10

ordered 10- |
altacks on

Three Swings Aiid He's Safe!

QUANG TRI (USMC) — Hav-
ing flown into the hastile landing
zone (LZ) twice on life-saving
medical evacuation missions,
the Marine CH-46 helicopter pi-
lot made one last trip, delivering
an emergency resupply of am-
munition_to the Army vnit.

It was 9:30 p.m. when Major
Richard W. Carr, a Marine Me-
dHum Helicopter Squadron 161
pilot, took off on"an emergency
medevac for’ a unit of the
Army’s 1st Brigade, 5ih Infantry

vislon,

The infantrymen had been in
heavy contact with a North Viet.
namese Army (NVA) force for
four hours in “Helicopter Val-
ley,” approximately lwo miles
- south of the Demilitarized Zone.

*I had two Huey gunships and
an OV-10A Bronco to cover my
wingman and me,”" said Major
Carr, “and we couldn't have
made it without them.”

Arriving over the unil, the
Bronco began dropplog flares
while cne of the Hueys checked
out the landing zone, The Huey
was secking the best approach
for the large transport hellcop-
ters that would bave fo make
the pick-up,

*The ground unit informed me
that the NVA had moved 1o
within 200 ysrds of their per-
imeter.”" said Carr. “However,
there were 23 casualties and
some needed immedinte atlen-
tion. We had to get them out.”

The major was the flrst lo go
Into the zone, Diuminated by the

Bronco's {lares. Gunships es.
corted the CH-46s, showering the
enemy with machine gun flre as
tbe infsntrymen on the ground
threw everything they had at the
NVA (o protect the helicoplers.
“If we hadn’t received the ex-
cellent cover we got from those
Hueys, we wouldn’t have been

‘able to stay in the zone for the

time it took to load up,” Carr
said.

With 13 medevacs aboard,
Carr lifted out of the LZ and
waited fur his wingman 1o pick
up the others before they sped
far the 3rd Medical Battalion,

Returning (o Quang Trl to re-
fuel, the major was nolilled hy
radio to relurn to the 3rd Med.
Five of the casualtles he had
brought In had Lo gel te a hospl-
tal ship immediately,

After his race to the ship. Carr
was again diverted 1o the Army
unit. It had suffered five morc
casualties and once again the
major went into the “'hol” land.
ing me o take out the
wounded.

“We didn't have the Bronco
with us the second time" Carr
‘but again one of the
ame through for us.
nination from an

artillery unit.”

Before leaving the zonc, the
infantrymen informed Carr they
were getiing law ¢n almmunition
@nd asked hlm to hring in more,
The two transperts returned for
the (hird time that nlght, carry-
Ing two tons of atumunitlon to
the embattled troapers.

It was 2 a.m. when Major
Carr turncd off the helicopter's
engines, He was tired, but his
weariness was overshadowed by
the feeling of satisfaction from
three missions successfully com:
pleted.

o

Waods 45 miles norihwest of Sai-
gon,

For cight months Floppy had
been. the constant compunion of
the men in 4th Ba., $th Inf., 5th
Ini. Div. The day he was killed
he was the point man of Delta
Cowpany.

“Floppy alerted us to an vpe-
my machine gun pusition." said
IsCLEL Walter D, Farrls, execy-
tive officer of D Co, “The dug-In
muthlug Kun opened up and
killed Floppy, but that dog sav.
ed at feust M4 lives — tneluding
mine,*

Floppy was no trained scout
dog. He was just u plain dog.

In January Floppy wax on a
mission ncur Mole City (now
tnlh_>d farward support base Sed-
gewick), When the campany
pulled out by helicopter, Fioppy
was left behind.

Less than 12 hours later,
F!omry had crossed a 100.yard.
wide river, seven miles of enetmy
territgry, and infiltrated the

¥,
hn.rbt-d wire of Mole City (o re-
Join his outfit,
Exploits such ns that made
Floppy the famous mult that he
was,

K=

_PON'T FORGET WHEN THE SHOOTIN'
SARTS. STAY ON MY LEFT. CAUSE
THATS MY BEST SIDE //




